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ABSTRACT  
Purpose: This study aims to explore how the traditional Makan 
Bajamba ceremony at Masjid Jamik Taluak Bukittinggi serves as a 
strategy for community empowerment through social innovation 
grounded in local wisdom. Addressing the gap in understanding 
how indigenous cultural practices contribute to sustainable 
community development, this research highlights the role of 
cultural heritage in reinforcing social cohesion and empowerment. 
Design/methods/approach: The research employs a qualitative case 
study methodology, involving participant observation, in-depth 
interviews with community leaders and participants, and document 
analysis. Data were analyzed thematically to identify the 
mechanisms through which Makan Bajamba fosters community 
engagement and social empowerment. 
Findings: Results indicate that Makan Bajamba not only preserves 
cultural identity but also strengthens community solidarity, 
facilitates knowledge sharing, and promotes collective action for 
social welfare. The tradition acts as a platform for social innovation 
by integrating local values with contemporary community 
development initiatives. 
Research implications/limitations: While the study reveals 
significant socio-cultural benefits, its scope is limited to one location 
and tradition, which may affect the generalizability of the findings. 
Future research could expand to comparative studies across 
different regions and cultural practices. 
Originality/value: This study provides novel insights into leveraging 
local wisdom and cultural practices as effective tools for community 
empowerment and sustainable social innovation. It offers practical 
implications for policymakers and practitioners seeking culturally 
grounded approaches to community development. 
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Introduction  

Community empowerment through culturally relevant social innovation is 
evidenced in the traditional ritual of Makan Bajamba at Masjid Jamik Taluak 
Bukittinggi, which illustrates how indigenous cultural practices can foster 
social cohesion, enhance collective identity, and contribute to sustainable 
community development. Rituals such as Makan Bajamba serve as powerful 
mechanisms for community engagement, allowing local populations to 
reinforce shared cultural values while cultivating a sense of belonging 
(Rossano, 2012). 

One of the significant outcomes of rituals like Makan Bajamba is the 
enhancement of social cohesion among participants. For instance, Power's 
study highlights how collective rituals create strong social support networks, 
promoting a sense of identity and collective commitment among individuals 
in rural contexts (Power, 2018). This aligns with the findings of Watson-Jones 
and Legare, who emphasize the role of rituals in fostering group cohesion by 
providing culturally sanctioned means to engage socially (Watson-Jones & 
Legare, 2016). Similarly, research indicates that musical rituals can positively 
influence emotional well-being and social connections, further supporting the 
notion that such practices can enhance social life significantly (Boer & 
Abubakar, 2014). 

Additionally, the connection between ritual practices and community 
empowerment can be traced through the transmission of cultural heritage 
and local wisdom. The Makan Bajamba ritual is not merely a ceremonial act; it 
embodies the values and beliefs of the local culture, which must be preserved 
and adapted to modern circumstances (Khairul et al., 2024). The semiotic 
approach to understanding rituals, as discussed by Sasmita et al., indicates 
that each symbol and practice carries deep meanings that resonate with the 
community's philosophical and spiritual beliefs (Sasmita et al., 2022). This 
aligns with findings from Castillo et al., who explore how religiosity 
intertwined with cultural practices serves to strengthen community ties and 
empower marginalized groups (Castillo et al., 2023). 

Furthermore, rituals can serve as platforms for intergenerational 
dialogue, thus ensuring the continuity of cultural heritage and the values 
embedded within it (Rusman et al., 2023). Engaging younger members of the 
community in such traditions helps maintain cultural identity amidst 
globalization and modernization challenges (Castillo et al., 2023). For instance, 
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the Bugis community's dedication to rituals underscores their role in enriching 
cultural diversity and identity, as suggested by Khairul et al. (Khairul et al., 
2024). This ability to adapt and preserve cultural practices empowers the 
community by reinforcing cohesion and enhancing their capacity for self-
determination in navigating social changes. 

The blending of local cultural practices with social innovation is 
increasingly recognized as an essential approach to address the shortcomings 
of externally imposed development initiatives. Traditional practices, such as 
Makan Bajamba, represent a rich tapestry of indigenous knowledge that can 
provide locally relevant pathways to tackle social issues, foster resilience, and 
stimulate participatory development. This significance is underscored by the 
need for interventions that resonate with the local community's cultural 
context, thereby encouraging greater engagement and efficacy of 
development efforts (Yeh et al., 2021). 

Research indicates that cultural interventions, when grounded in local 
practices like Makan Bajamba, can capitalize on pre-existing communal ties 
and values, thereby enhancing social cohesion. For instance, a study on the 
conservation-based ecotourism development at Curiak Island reveals that 
local communities perceive tourism as a means to support cultural activities 
and improve community services. The study highlights positive socio-cultural 
benefits of tourism, including infrastructure development, improvement of 
community services, and revitalization of local cultural practices (Zuhdi et al., 
2024). This alignment with local aspirations and cultural heritage fosters a 
supportive environment for development initiatives, making them more 
sustainable and impactful (Zuhdi et al., 2024). Moreover, Bujimo et al. argue 
that integrating traditional crafts into contemporary designs can invigorate 
local economies, thereby facilitating sustainable growth (Bujimo et al., 2023). 

Furthermore, community practices such as Makan Bajamba are 
representative of local cultural identity, which, when leveraged appropriately, 
can propel community resilience and enable self-determination. A study 
conducted by Chen emphasizes that the active participation of villagers in 
heritage protection can lead to a revitalization of traditional values, ultimately 
supporting local economic and social structures (Chen, 2024). Findings from a 
study on Taiwanese indigenous cultural heritage affirm that community-based 
practices safeguard cultural narratives while conferring economic and social 
benefits through self-determination (Yeh et al., 2021). 
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Despite the promising potential of culturally grounded interventions, 
existing literature reveals mixed results regarding their effectiveness. While 
some studies highlight positive socio-cultural impacts, others call for more in-
depth, context-specific explorations to capture the complexities of local 
dynamics and cultural participation in development efforts (Mureșan et al., 
2021). Engaging with the unique historical and cultural fabric of communities, 
as noted by Gibson, can enhance the understanding of cultural participation's 
role in shaping effective development policies (Gibson, 2019). This emphasis 
on the local context is crucial as it enables interventions to foster genuine 
community ownership and empowerment. In conclusion, the integration of 
local cultural practices such as Makan Bajamba with social innovation emerges 
as a critical strategy for meaningful community engagement and sustainable 
development. By rooting interventions in locally relevant cultural frameworks, 
development efforts can promote resilience, cultural preservation, and active 
participation, ultimately fostering more effective and enduring outcomes. 

This paper presents an in-depth qualitative case study of the Makan 
Bajamba tradition in Bukittinggi, exploring its dual role in empowering 
community members socially and economically. Blending local cultural 
practices with social innovation is critical for the sustainability of development 
initiatives, as external frameworks can often fail to connect meaningfully to 
local communities' realities Throsby & Petetskaya (2016). By anchoring 
development strategies in traditions like Makan Bajamba, we uncover 
pathways that resonate deeply within the community, promoting both social 
cohesion and economic resilience. 

The Makan Bajamba tradition serves not only as a cultural observance but 
also as a facilitator of social empowerment through collective identity and 
interdependence among community members. This aligns with the findings of 
Johnson et al., who emphasize the potential of cultural traditions to 
strengthen community bonds and support resilience in social-ecological 
systems (Johnson et al., 2015). The social fabric woven through rituals such as 
Makan Bajamba fosters solidarity and mutual support, which are essential for 
tackling the socio-economic challenges faced by communities. 

Moreover, research indicates that culturally encoded practices can lead to 
innovative solutions for local problems. For instance, Wilson et al. 
demonstrate how Indigenous knowledge systems inform adaptive strategies 
for addressing environmental challenges, showing that local traditions can 
serve as vital resources for contemporary issues (Wilson et al., 2015). Similarly, 
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Nnama-Okechukwu and McLaughlin argue for integrating indigenous models 
into social work and community development, emphasizing that indigenous 
knowledge offers practical insights specifically tailored to local contexts 
(Nnama-Okechukwu & McLaughlin, 2022). This convergence of traditional 
knowledge and modern social innovation suggests a promising framework for 
enhancing community engagement and empowerment. 

Economically, the Makan Bajamba ritual plays a significant role by 
stimulating local economies through community gatherings that attract 
visitors and strengthen cultural tourism. Such initiatives create opportunities 
for local entrepreneurship, which reflects the importance of recognizing 
indigenous practices in fostering economic adaptation and growth, as 
highlighted by Acharya et al. (Acharya et al., 2016). This crucial interplay 
between cultural heritage and economic sustainability can provide practical 
strategies and inspire policymakers to prioritize culturally relevant initiatives. 

It is also essential to acknowledge that while the integration of indigenous 
practices like Makan Bajamba can yield significant benefits, ongoing 
assessments are required to prevent tokenization or dilution of these 
practices (Sjöberg et al., 2019). As noted by Ristroph, incorporating indigenous 
knowledge into climate responses highlights the necessity of a participatory 
approach that empowers communities to leverage their strengths (Ristroph, 
2019). This aligns closely with our study’s findings that underscore the 
importance of local engagement in shaping effective development strategies 
rooted in cultural identity. 

In conclusion, this case study of the Makan Bajamba tradition illustrates 
the potential for culturally grounded empowerment approaches that 
resonate with community members and address their specific socio-economic 
needs. By integrating local knowledge and practices into development 
strategies, we can foster sustainable growth and resilience in communities, 
providing valuable insights for policymakers, community leaders, and scholars 

The structure of the paper is as follows: first, we review relevant literature 
on community empowerment, social innovation, and the role of local wisdom; 
next, we detail the research methodology; subsequently, we present our 
findings and discuss their implications; finally, conclusions and 
recommendations for future research are provided. This research was 
motivated by the desire to document and analyze the empowering potential 
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of the Makan Bajamba tradition, which has often been overlooked in formal 
development discourse. 

Methods  

Research Design 

This study uses a qualitative case study design to explore how the Makan 
Bajamba tradition at Masjid Jamik Taluak functions as a social innovation 
strategy for community empowerment. The case study approach allows for 
an in-depth understanding of the social and cultural processes involved in this 
tradition and its impacts on the community. 

Population and Sample 

The research was conducted within the community around Masjid Jamik 
Taluak Bukittinggi. Key informants included community leaders, elders, 
organizers of the Makan Bajamba event, and local residents who actively 
participate in the tradition. Purposive sampling was used to select 15 
informants with in-depth knowledge and experience related to the subject. 

Data Collection Techniques and Instrument Development 

Data were collected through multiple qualitative methods: participant 
observation during Makan Bajamba events to witness interactions and 
communal practices firsthand, semi-structured in-depth interviews with key 
informants to gather detailed perspectives, and document analysis of local 
records and previous studies related to the tradition. The interview guides 
were developed based on literature on community empowerment, social 
innovation, and local wisdom, tailored specifically to explore the cultural and 
social dynamics of Makan Bajamba. 

Researcher’s Role and Presence 

The researchers actively participated in the Makan Bajamba events, 
ensuring immersive observation and building trust with community members. 
Informants voluntarily shared their insights, and the researchers took a 
reflexive approach to remain aware of their influence on data collection. 

Location and Duration 

The research was carried out in Bukittinggi, specifically at Masjid Jamik 
Taluak and its surrounding community. The data collection took place over a 
three-month period from March to May 2025, encompassing multiple Makan 
Bajamba events to gather comprehensive information. 
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Data Analysis Techniques 

Thematic analysis was employed to interpret the qualitative data. 
Transcripts from interviews and observational notes were coded 
systematically to identify patterns and themes related to community 
empowerment, social innovation, and the role of local wisdom in sustaining 
the tradition. Triangulation of data sources enhanced the validity of the 
findings. 

Validity Checks 

To ensure reliability and credibility, member checking was conducted by 
sharing preliminary findings with informants to confirm the accuracy of 
interpretations. Peer debriefing sessions were held with academic colleagues 
to obtain feedback and minimize researcher bias. 

Result 

Description of the Makan Bajamba Activity 

The Makan Bajamba tradition at Masjid Jamik Taluak is a collective activity 
involving all community members in the preparation and serving of food as 
well as the joint execution of the event. Based on observations and interviews 
with 15 informants, this tradition serves as an important moment to 
strengthen bonds of brotherhood and social solidarity. One informant stated, 

“Makan Bajamba is not just about eating together, but how all of us feel a 
strong sense of togetherness, mutual assistance, and respect for our culture.” 
(Informant 3) 

Impact on Community Empowerment 

Data triangulation from interviews, observation, and local documents 
indicates that active community involvement in this tradition increases a sense 
of ownership and empowerment. Another informant added, 

“Through Makan Bajamba, we learn to organize, cooperate, and innovate 
such as using social media for invitations so this tradition is not lost over time.” 
(Informant 10) 

This indicates that social innovations based on local wisdom play a major role 
in strengthening the community’s social structure and independence. 
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Roles and Social Responsibilities 

Clear role distribution within the community, from organizers to cooks 
and logistics coordinators, results in a shared sense of ownership and 
responsibility. One informant explained, 

“Everyone has their respective roles that make the event run smoothly and 
everyone feels appreciated.” (Informant 7) 

Challenges and Adaptation 

Despite facing challenges such as limited funding and shifting youth interests, 
the community has been able to adapt creatively, including the use of 
technology for communication. 

“Young generations were less interested before, but now with WhatsApp 
groups, they can coordinate and contribute actively.” (Informant 12) 

Discussion  

The findings of this study highlight the significant role of the Makan 
Bajamba tradition at Masjid Jamik Taluak in empowering the local community 
through social innovation grounded in local wisdom. The active participation 
of community members in organizing and executing the event fosters a strong 
sense of ownership and social solidarity, which aligns with previous research 
emphasizing community-based cultural practices as vital for social cohesion 
(Putnam, 2000; Sampson et al., 1997). The sense of togetherness and mutual 
respect reported by informants underscores the cultural and social value 
embedded in such local traditions, which act not only as cultural preservation 
but also as a mechanism for community empowerment. 

The use of social media and digital tools for organizing and 
communication, as found in this study, illustrates the integration of modern 
innovation with traditional practices, enhancing participation especially 
among younger generations. This finding is consistent with recent studies on 
digital inclusion and community engagement (Mossberger et al., 2013; Wilson 
et al., 2020), emphasizing that technology can complement and revitalize 
cultural traditions rather than replacing them. Challenges such as funding 
limitations and shifting interests among youth are common obstacles in 
community-led cultural initiatives (Bennett et al., 2014). However, the 
community’s creative adaptations, including leveraging WhatsApp groups for 
coordination, demonstrate resilience and resourcefulness. This adaptability is 
crucial for sustaining social innovations and suggests that local wisdom 
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combined with flexible strategies can overcome socio-economic constraints. 
Implications of these findings extend beyond the local context, offering a 
model for how other communities might leverage cultural heritage and social 
innovation for empowerment and sustainability. Policymakers and 
development practitioners can draw from these insights to design culturally 
sensitive empowerment programs that engage diverse demographic groups 
and encourage intergenerational collaboration. 

Future research could explore longitudinal impacts of social innovations 
on community development and cultural continuity, focusing on measurable 
outcomes such as social capital growth, economic benefits, and youth 
engagement. Additionally, comparative studies between different cultures 
employing similar social innovation approaches could provide a broader 
understanding of best practices and contextual variations. 

Conclusion 

This study reveals the critical role of the Makan Bajamba tradition at 
Masjid Jamik Taluak in fostering community empowerment through the 
integration of local cultural wisdom and social innovation. The collective 
participation in organizing and executing the tradition strengthens social 
bonds, ownership, and solidarity that contribute to the community's resilience 
and independence. Our findings highlight the importance of adapting 
traditional practices with modern tools such as social media to engage 
younger generations and sustain cultural heritage over time. 

The main argument derived from this research is that social innovation 
rooted in local wisdom can serve as a powerful mechanism for community 
empowerment and cultural sustainability. We recommend that community 
leaders and policymakers support such initiatives by providing resources and 
platforms for intergenerational collaboration and technological integration. 
Emphasizing roles and responsibilities within the community further enhances 
collective efficacy and long-term commitment. 

For future research, it is essential to examine the longitudinal impacts of 
such social innovations on measurable community outcomes including social 
capital growth, economic development, and youth empowerment. 
Comparative studies across diverse cultural settings would also enrich 
understanding of how local wisdom can universally inform social innovation 
strategies. 



	
	
	
	
doi: https://doi.org/xxx.xxx 
	

Bima Cendikia : Journal of Community Engagement and Empowerment : Vol. 2, No. 2, 2025 | 171 

In practical terms, this study’s framework can be applied by other 
communities aiming to harness cultural traditions for empowerment and 
sustainable development, encouraging a balance between preservation and 
innovation. 
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