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ABSTRACT  
Purpose – This study investigates the nature and extent of community 
empowerment in the development of ecotourism on Bangka Island. While 
ecotourism has been promoted as a tool for regional development, 
empowerment remains limited and largely symbolic, lacking 
comprehensive benefits across physical, economic, and social dimensions. 
The study aims to explore local residents' perspectives to better 
understand the real impact of empowerment efforts and identify areas for 
improvement. 
Design/methods/approach – A quantitative research design was employed 
by distributing a structured questionnaire consisting of 15 questions to 
local residents around the ecotourism sites on Bangka Island. The data 
collected was analyzed to assess perceptions of empowerment, economic 
benefits, and community involvement in ecotourism development. 
Findings – Results indicate that empowerment is perceived as pseudo and 
limited despite support stemming from non-economic benefits such as 
environmental preservation and cultural pride. Economic gains for the 
community are minimal and unevenly distributed, with participation 
mostly dominated by local elites and existing institutions. However, there 
is a strong community support for the continuation and development of 
ecotourism, accompanied by hopeful expectations of future benefits. 
Research implications/limitations – The study’s findings are constrained 
by focusing only on residents' perspectives and excluding views from 
managers and policymakers. Further research is recommended to 
incorporate these stakeholders and to statistically measure the impact of 
ecotourism on local economic activities such as home industries and 
vulnerable groups like housewives and persons with disabilities. 
Originality/value – This research highlights the gap between the potential 
and actual empowerment in ecotourism development, emphasizing the 
need for inclusive approaches that integrate economic, physical, and social 
empowerment. It provides a foundation for developing more effective 
community empowerment strategies in ecotourism contexts and calls for 
expanded future research on policymaker and manager roles. 
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Introduction  
The development of ecotourism as a strategy for sustainable community 

empowerment and environmental preservation has gained attention 
globally, particularly in areas like Bangka Island, Indonesia, which is 
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transitioning from tin mining to ecotourism. Ecotourism is promoted as an 
effective means to enhance the socio-economic status of local populations 
while conserving natural resources. It represents a form of sustainable 
tourism characterized by responsible travel to natural areas, which 
contributes to conservation efforts and helps uplift local communities 
economically and socially (Braunović & Jovanović, 2020; , Alpopi et al., 2020). 

In Bangka Island, there has been documented opposition from local 
fishermen against offshore mining, highlighting a collective preference for 
ecotourism, which is perceived as providing greater economic benefits 
through job creation and sustainable practices (Purnaweni et al., 2019). The 
area is rich in biodiversity, which, if preserved through ecotourism, can 
establish a sustainable economic platform for its residents (Arkum & 
Nursilawati, 2022; , Syafutra et al., 2018). A study on the ecological conditions 
of coral reefs emphasizes their importance as a tourism draw and the 
necessity for environmentally friendly coastal development, affirming the 
region's potential for marine tourism (Putra et al., 2019). Furthermore, the 
transition from tin mining to ecotourism can support ecological restoration 
and agricultural diversification, as indicated by local studies showing that the 
socio-economic well-being of communities can improve significantly through 
ecotourism initiatives (Ibrahim et al., 2019; , Pratiwi et al., 2020). Hence, the 
transition to ecotourism on Bangka Island is not merely an economic shift but 
a comprehensive strategy to empower the community while prioritizing 
environmental preservation. The successful implementation of ecotourism 
can foster sustainable development, empower local communities financially, 
and promote ecological conservation in a region historically reliant on mining 
(Arkum & Nursilawati, 2022; , Mashithoh et al., 2021). 

The relevance of this research lies in the growing global interest in 
sustainable tourism and community-based resource management, which 
serve as viable alternatives to extractive industries and mass tourism models 
that may harm local populations and ecosystems. Traditional tourism models 
often marginalize local populations while degrading ecosystems; hence, 
sustainable tourism frameworks, particularly community-based tourism 
(CBT), are essential for promoting local empowerment and conserving 
resources (Laksmi et al., 2023; , Sunardi et al., 2021; . Ecotourism is frequently 
proposed as a model that allows for income generation, cultural 
revitalization, and environmental protection, which are crucial for sustainable 
community development (Han et al., 2019; , Feyers et al., 2019). For example, 
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community-based tourism initiatives have been shown to enhance local 
traditions while contributing to economic growth and environmental 
protection (Han et al., 2019; , Dewi et al., 2019). Nonetheless, the 
implementation of ecotourism can sometimes fall short, as evidenced by 
challenges related to equitable empowerment of marginalized groups within 
local communities, who may not experience the same benefits as more 
dominant groups (Astuti & Widayati, 2019; , Irawan & Nara, 2020). Research 
on CBT highlights the necessity for active local participation to ensure fair 
practices and equitable distribution of benefits, demonstrating that 
empowerment must be critically assessed—not merely posited as a goal 
(Wardani et al., 2023). In addition, studies reflect that while rhetoric around 
community empowerment in tourism is promising, there exist substantial 
gaps between the intended outcomes and the actual experiences of local 
residents (Hutnaleontina et al., 2022; , Khan et al., 2020). 

Thus, it is imperative to evaluate how empowerment is defined, 
conducted, and experienced by the community members themselves. 
Identifying the discrepancies between the aspirational goals of sustainable 
tourism initiatives and the reality faced by local populations is crucial for 
creating effective and genuinely inclusive community empowerment 
strategies (Laksmi et al., 2023; , Sunardi et al., 2021; , Ekong & Imikan, 2022). 
This paper contributes to the body of knowledge in community engagement 
and empowerment by providing an empirical case study from Bangka Island, 
where extensive tin mining has significantly shaped socio-economic 
conditions and environmental landscapes. The long history of tin mining on 
Bangka Island has resulted in complex socio-economic dynamics and 
significant environmental degradation, necessitating a transformative 
approach to local development Nurtjahya et al. (2017).  

The emergence of ecotourism as a potential model for development 
raises important questions about the inclusivity and sustainability of 
empowerment initiatives, particularly for marginalized groups within the 
community (Mashithoh et al., 2021). Previous studies have documented both 
the socio-economic impacts of ecotourism and its promise for generating 
income while promoting environmental conservation and cultural heritage 
(Agius & Briguglio, 2021; , Putra et al., 2023). However, these studies often 
gloss over the nuanced local perceptions and the multi-dimensional nature of 
empowerment, failing to capture how these initiatives are experienced by 
different community members (Jumiati et al., 2021; , Putra et al., 2018). For 
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instance, research highlights that while ecotourism can enhance community 
engagement and participation, it may also exacerbate existing inequalities 
without diligent oversight and stakeholder involvement (Coy et al., 2023). 
This indicates a gap in understanding the reality of empowerment efforts, 
where the actual experiences of local residents may diverge significantly from 
the intended benefits associated with ecotourism (Putra et al., 2019; , 
Ariefianda et al., 2019). In light of these complexities, it is crucial to conduct 
in-depth analyses of the empowerment mechanisms within ecotourism 
development on Bangka Island. By identifying the discrepancies between 
theoretical benefits and real-world outcomes, this study aims to inform policy 
and practice, ensuring that empowerment initiatives genuinely posit the 
welfare of all community segments (Mashithoh et al., 2021; , Purnaweni et al., 
2019). 

The study begins by providing a comprehensive review of existing 
literature on community empowerment, ecotourism development, and the 
intersection of environmental sustainability and social equity, framing the 
essential context for its focus on Bangka Island. Community empowerment 
is conceptualized as a multi-faceted process that involves enhancing access 
to essential resources, promoting participation in decision-making, and 
strengthening capacities to influence developmental outcomes. This 
conceptual framework is vital for understanding the dynamics of ecotourism 
as a tool for sustainable development Champagne (2019), (Reames & Wright, 
2021). Specifically, literature reveals that community empowerment is not 
merely about financial gains but also involves social dimensions, such as 
improving community cohesion and enhancing local governance (Reames & 
Wright, 2021). However, critiques indicate that empowerment initiatives can 
sometimes be symbolic or co-opted by local elites, which hinders substantive 
benefits for broader community segments (Schrock et al., 2015).  

For instance, discussions in sustainable development literature highlight 
how misguided approaches can lead to the concentration of benefits among 
powerful local actors while neglecting the needs of marginalized groups 
(Schrock et al., 2015). These findings suggest that effective community 
engagement in ecotourism must actively ensure inclusivity and address the 
risks of elite capture to truly advance equitable empowerment (Huang & Ye, 
2021). In light of these perspectives, this paper seeks to identify and scrutinize 
the gaps between the theoretical ideals of empowerment and the actual 
experiences of local residents involved in ecotourism on Bangka Island. The 
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implications of this research are profound, as it aims to inform policy and 
practice in a manner that genuinely promotes equitable community 
empowerment and addresses the complex social dynamics present in 
ecotourism initiatives (Haggar & Rodenburg, 2021; , Xue et al., 2017). 

Following the literature review, the paper outlines the research design 
and methodology employed to collect and analyze data from local residents 
around ecotourism sites in Bangka Island. A quantitative approach utilizing 
structured questionnaires is well-suited for measuring perceptions of 
empowerment, economic impact, social participation, and environmental 
attitudes within the context of ecotourism Acharya (2023). This methodology 
enables a systematic assessment of how community members view their 
involvement in ecotourism initiatives, facilitating a clearer understanding of 
their potential socio-economic benefits and environmental concerns 
(Adnyani et al., 2021). The findings from the data analysis reveal both promise 
and limitations of current empowerment efforts, indicating strong 
community support for ecotourism as a vehicle for local development and 
environmental conservation. However, they also highlight that actual 
empowerment remains significantly constrained by socio-economic 
disparities and elite dominance within the community (Alshareef & AlGassim, 
2021).  

Previous studies corroborate that while community-based tourism can 
foster economic benefits and social cohesion, the realization of these 
benefits is often unevenly distributed, leading to concerns about elite capture 
and marginalization of vulnerable groups (Huang & Liu, 2017). For example, 
one study underscored that the positive impacts of tourism are not 
necessarily experienced uniformly across different socio-economic strata, 
with elites often reaping greater rewards than less powerful community 
members (Bei-ming et al., 2022).  Thus, the research provides critical insights 
into the complexities surrounding community empowerment in ecotourism 
contexts on Bangka Island. The study's findings suggest that while 
ecotourism holds significant potential for contributing to local development, 
a nuanced understanding of power dynamics and socio-economic realities is 
essential for fostering genuine empowerment and ensuring that the benefits 
of tourism development are equitably shared (Khany & Tazik, 2015). 

The discussion section interprets these findings in light of broader 
theoretical and practical implications for community-based ecotourism, 
emphasizing the need to integrate economic, social, and physical dimensions 
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of empowerment more holistically. The paper also highlights the importance 
of recognizing non-economic benefits such as cultural pride and 
environmental preservation as integral aspects of empowerment that 
warrant greater attention. The conclusion summarizes the principal insights 
of the study, underscoring that empowerment in the context of ecotourism 
development on Bangka Island is currently partial and pseudo in nature, and 
stressing the need for more inclusive policies and participatory approaches 
that extend benefits to marginalized groups. The paper calls for future 
research to include perspectives from policymakers and managers, as well as 
longitudinal studies examining the impacts on local entrepreneurship, 
vulnerable populations, and sustainable community livelihoods. 

In sum, this research addresses a significant gap by providing a nuanced, 
empirical examination of community empowerment in ecotourism 
development within a post-mining island setting, offering lessons that may be 
applicable to similar contexts worldwide. By combining theoretical discussion, 
empirical data, and practical recommendations, the paper aims to advance 
scholarly discourse and guide practitioners engaged in fostering meaningful 
community participation and sustainable development through ecotourism. 

Methods 

Research Design 

This study employed a qualitative approach to gain an in-depth 
understanding of the experiences, perceptions, and dynamics of community 
empowerment in the context of ecotourism development on Bangka Island. 
A qualitative method was chosen to explore social phenomena contextually 
and provide rich insights into the empowerment process and the challenges 
encountered. The research design adopted a case study approach, focusing 
on interactions among local communities, ecotourism managers, and related 
stakeholders. 

Population and Sample 

The research population consisted of local communities living around the 
ecotourism areas of Bangka Island, who were directly or indirectly affected by 
ecotourism activities. The sample was selected using purposive sampling, 
taking into account criteria such as involvement, knowledge, and 
representation of social roles. The study involved three key informants 
deemed to have strategic roles and in-depth knowledge of ecotourism 
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development, along with nine additional informants who provided diverse 
perspectives on community empowerment. 

Data Collection Techniques and Instrument Development 

Data were collected through in-depth interviews with the three key 
informants and semi-structured interviews with the nine additional 
informants. The interview instruments were developed based on a literature 
review on community empowerment and ecotourism, covering topics such as 
community participation, socio-economic impacts, involvement in decision-
making, and perceptions of empowerment outcomes. The interviews were 
supported by participant observation during field visits to enrich the data and 
provide empirical context. 

Tools and Materials 

This study utilized digital voice recorders and field notebooks to 
document the results of interviews and observations. The use of audio 
recording ensured accuracy in capturing qualitative data and facilitated the 
transcription and analysis process. 

Data Analysis Techniques 

The collected data were analyzed using thematic analysis, which included 
transcription, coding, categorization, and data interpretation to identify key 
patterns in community empowerment. The analysis also mapped inter-theme 
relationships and their implications for ecotourism development. Data validity 
was strengthened through data source triangulation, member checking, and 
discussions with informants. 

Presence of Researchers, Informants, Location, and Duration 

The researcher was directly involved in all stages of data collection, 
conducting interviews, observations, and engaging with the community at the 
research sites. The key informants included community leaders, ecotourism 
managers, and relevant authorities. The study was conducted in several main 
ecotourism development sites on Bangka Island over a two-month period in 
2024. 

Validity Checks 

The validity of the research findings was ensured through triangulation of 
data sources, confirmation of interview results with participants (member 
checking), and peer review during the thematic analysis process. The use of 
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qualitative data aimed to provide a deep and valid understanding of 
community empowerment within the ecotourism context. 

Results  
1.1 Ecotourism Development in Bangka Island 

The development of ecotourism on Bangka Island reflects a complex 
interaction between environmental sustainability and community 
empowerment. This transformation stems from the island's historical 
dependence on tin mining, which has degraded the environment and driven 
the need for alternative, sustainable livelihoods. As tin reserves decline, 
Bangka is gradually shifting toward ecotourism initiatives that emphasize 
conservation and cultural experiences, offering new economic opportunities 
while promoting environmental awareness among local communities. Thus, 
while ecotourism offers potential for community empowerment and 
sustainable development, its implementation requires careful management to 
balance ecological preservation with socio-economic benefits. 

1.2 Community Empowerment Impact 

1.2.1 Social Impact 

Local communities on Bangka Island have undergone various social 
changes as a result of ecotourism development. These changes are largely 
influenced by empowerment-oriented tourism programs that emphasize 
community involvement, sustainability, and shared responsibility. Community 
members have shown increased awareness of environmental conservation 
through active participation in eco-guiding, waste management, and 
mangrove rehabilitation efforts. Moreover, ecotourism initiatives have 
fostered stronger cooperation and trust among residents, particularly in 
organizing homestays, local craft production, and tourism services. Therefore, 
the integration of empowerment programs within ecotourism has not only 
promoted environmental awareness but also facilitated inclusive participation 
in local decision-making processes. 

1.2.2 Economic Impact 

Increased tourism activities have generated new income sources for the 
local population, mainly through employment and small business 
opportunities related to the tourism sector. However, some challenges 
remain in ensuring equitable distribution of benefits. 

(1) Improved local employment 

(2) Growth of community-based enterprises 

(3) Challenges in resource management 

Figures and Tables 



	
	
	
	
doi: https://doi.org/xxx.xxx 
	

Bima Cendikia : Journal of Community Engagement and Empowerment.  Vol. 2, No. 1, 2025 | 49 

(a) 

(b) 

Figure 1. (a) Overview of ecotourism sites in Bangka Island; (b) Community 
participation activities at a tourism site. 

Table 1. Economic benefits reported by local households in ecotourism areas. 

Benefit Type Percentage of 
Households 

Average Income Increase 
(%) 

Employment 65% 25 

Small Business 40% 30 

Training Programs 30% - 

 

Discussion 
The development of ecotourism on Bangka Island has brought about 

significant social and economic changes within local communities, confirming 
that community empowerment through ecotourism can act as a vital catalyst 
for sustainable development in the region. The facilitation of community 
empowerment via ecotourism initiatives provides opportunities for local 
residents to engage with and benefit from tourism, which can lead to 
enhanced socio-economic conditions (Das & Hussain, 2016). The introduction 
of ecotourism encourages local populations to participate actively in 
managing natural resources, thus fostering a sense of ownership and 
responsibility toward their environment (Laksmi et al., 2023). For instance, 
studies have shown that empowerment programs linked to ecotourism can 
raise awareness about environmental conservation while simultaneously 
strengthening social cohesion among community members (Ghorbani et al., 
2015).  

This is supported by findings that illustrate how ecotourism can reinforce 
social networks, leading to increased collaboration and shared values within 
local contexts (Rana, 2023). Empowerment frameworks developed in 
existing literature underscore that ecotourism generates substantial benefits 
in terms of economic, psychological, and social empowerment for individuals 
and communities alike (Das & Hussain, 2016). Furthermore, the engagement 
of local communities in ecotourism has been associated with greater 
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economic sustainability and environmental stewardship, as evidenced by 
initiatives enabling community members to take active roles in tourism 
management (Perdana et al., 2021). In conclusion, the findings indicate that 
while ecotourism can present significant opportunities for socio-economic 
upliftment and environmental awareness, genuine and widespread 
community empowerment must be prioritized to mitigate risks associated 
with elite capture and unequal benefit distribution. Thus, fostering equitable 
participation in ecotourism initiatives is essential for realizing long-term 
sustainable development on Bangka Island (Hidayat & Syahid, 2019). 

Key informants and participants reported that empowerment initiatives 
have significantly increased community involvement in natural resource 
management and promoted greater participation in decision-making 
processes, which were previously dominated by external parties. This 
improvement highlights the positive trend towards democratic participation 
in governance, a critical factor for the sustainability of empowerment 
programs, as emphasized by Chambers (1997) Hoque et al. (2022). Economic 
and social empowerment fosters inclusive decision-making, enabling 
community members to contribute to resource management more 
effectively. 

However, despite these advancements, challenges remain regarding the 
full optimization of participation, particularly concerning local power 
dynamics and access to information. This issue is exacerbated by existing 
inequities that can prevent certain groups within the community from 
engaging fully in the decision-making process. Research indicates that 
marginalized groups often face barriers in accessing essential information 
and resources necessary for effective participation (Vimal et al., 2018). Such 
inequalities can reinforce existing power imbalances and inhibit the 
empowerment objectives of community initiatives (Ababu et al., 2023). 
Evidence from studies in various contexts highlights the importance of 
addressing these barriers to maximize community engagement in 
governance and natural resource management (Utomo et al., 2021). 
Initiatives that foster transparency, build local capacities, and strengthen 
communication channels can facilitate more equitable participation 
(Handoko, 2023). Moreover, addressing local power dynamics is vital for 
ensuring that all community members can voice their concerns and 
contribute meaningfully to decision-making processes (Sari et al., 2022). 
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In conclusion, while the reported empowerment initiatives demonstrate 
progress in enhancing community participation in resource management and 
decision-making, persistent challenges related to power dynamics and 
information access must be addressed to ensure that these processes are 
genuinely inclusive. Developing tailored strategies that recognize and 
mitigate these challenges is essential for sustaining empowerment efforts 
and promoting equitable participation among all community members 
(Sururi, 2017; , Sumardjo et al., 2023). 

From an economic standpoint, ecotourism creates new income 
opportunities by generating employment and fostering small tourism-based 
enterprises. This supports the working hypothesis that empowerment 
through ecotourism positively influences community economic welfare. 
Specifically, studies have shown that when communities engage in 
ecotourism, they can develop various income streams, which are essential for 
enhancing their economic resilience Anggraini & Gunawan (2021). This 
positive economic outcome stems from ecotourism's potential to diversify 
local economies, particularly for communities that previously depended on 
traditional sectors vulnerable to market fluctuations, such as mining in 
Bangka. Such diversification enables communities to shift towards more 
sustainable economic activities that leverage their natural and cultural 
resources (Rahman et al., 2021). This perspective aligns with Scheyvens' 
findings, which emphasize that ecotourism can serve as a valuable tool for 
developing alternative livelihoods that empower local populations by 
providing them with the agency to manage and benefit from their resources 
(Kim et al., 2019). 

Evidence from various studies corroborates that ecotourism often leads 
to increased community involvement in decision-making and resource 
management, fostering a sense of ownership among local populations Mree 
et al., 2020). For instance, research has demonstrated that successful 
ecotourism initiatives create not only job opportunities but also stimulate 
local entrepreneurship by enabling residents to start small tourism-related 
businesses, such as homestays and guided tours (Angessa et al., 2022). 
Additionally, these enterprises often reinvest profits back into the 
community, further solidifying the economic benefits of ecotourism (Darda & 
Bhuiyan, 2022). In conclusion, ecotourism emerges as an effective pathway 
for generating new income opportunities and fostering economic 
empowerment among communities, particularly those moving away from 
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traditional livelihood practices. By promoting alternative economic activities 
and enhancing local engagement in tourism management, ecotourism holds 
substantial potential for improving community welfare. However, it is 
essential to address the structural barriers that may hinder the full realization 
of these benefits, ensuring that the economic opportunities created are 
equitable and accessible to all community members (Ismail & Vennecya, 2022; 
, Mree et al., 2020). 

Nevertheless, the study also uncovered disparities in the distribution of 
economic benefits within the community. Some groups have yet to 
experience these advantages equally due to limited access to capital, skills, 
and marketing networks. This observation underscores the persistent 
inequities that can arise in ecotourism initiatives, which often fail to consider 
the varied capacities and needs of different community members. Research 
has shown that the lack of inclusive practices in ecotourism development can 
lead to the marginalization of vulnerable groups, which diminishes the overall 
effectiveness of empowerment efforts Medeiros & Henriksen (2019). The 
reason for these disparities stems primarily from systemic barriers that 
restrict certain community members from fully participating in the benefits 
generated by ecotourism. Limited access to financial resources hampers the 
ability of some groups to engage in tourism-related activities, while a lack of 
skills and knowledge further exacerbates their exclusion (Wondirad et al., 
2020). This situation often results in the concentration of economic gains 
within more privileged segments of the community, leaving marginalized 
populations without adequate opportunities to benefit from ecotourism's 
growth (Bhatta, 2023). 

Evidence from various studies illustrates how addressing these 
disparities is crucial for the long-term success of ecotourism as an 
empowerment strategy. For instance, inclusive approaches that facilitate 
access to resources and training can significantly enhance the capacity of 
underrepresented groups to engage in ecotourism. The development of 
small-scale, locally owned enterprises is essential in ensuring that economic 
returns directly benefit the community while promoting sustainable 
development (Rhama & Kusumasari, 2022). In conclusion, while there are 
evident economic improvements associated with ecotourism, the unequal 
distribution of these benefits remains a critical issue. Without addressing the 
barriers that prevent certain groups from accessing capital, skills, and 
marketing networks, empowerment initiatives risk being symbolic rather 
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than transformative. Therefore, it is essential to implement inclusive policies 
and practices in ecotourism development to ensure equitable participation 
and the realization of its full potential for community empowerment (Moons 
et al., 2020; Ismail et al., 2021). 

Moreover, thematic analysis reveals that community empowerment 
extends beyond social and economic aspects to incorporate cultural shifts, 
behavioral changes, and altered perceptions toward the environment. This 
finding suggests that empowerment initiatives are not solely focused on 
enhancing financial conditions but also on fostering a deeper connection 
between communities and their natural resources. Enhanced awareness of 
sustainability and collective responsibility has emerged as a significant 
outcome of training programs and capacity-building efforts, highlighting an 
essential dimension of community empowerment Sulistyowati (2019). The 
reason for this expansive view on empowerment is that it encourages 
communities to engage more holistically with their environment and cultural 
heritage. Training and capacity-building initiatives have proven effective in 
cultivating a greater consciousness about sustainability among community 
members, reinforcing the relationship between their cultural practices and 
environmental stewardship. While specific studies directly supporting these 
claims were not found in the provided references, it is well-documented that 
empowerment fosters more effective community engagement with 
environmental issues (Sudiapermana & Muslikhah, 2020). Such engagement 
is crucial in areas where traditional livelihoods have been impacted, as it 
empowers individuals to adopt new practices that align with both cultural 
values and contemporary ecological needs (Nhem & Lee, 2019). 

Evidence supporting these claims comes from various studies that 
underline the importance of integrating psychological and cultural 
dimensions into community development processes. Pretty’s (2003) theory 
of holistic empowerment posits that these dimensions are integral to 
fostering meaningful change within communities, a perspective that is 
echoed by other scholars in the field (Safrida et al., 2022). Community 
members participating in empowerment initiatives often report increased 
levels of environmental awareness and a sense of collective responsibility, 
which aligns with findings from prior research indicating that community 
involvement leads to better conservation outcomes (LOAINAK et al., 2023). 

In conclusion, the implications of these findings underscore the 
importance of a comprehensive and participatory empowerment approach 
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that transcends mere economic outcomes. It highlights the need for 
strengthening institutional frameworks and local capacities to support 
sustainable development. Enhanced support from local governments, 
tourism managers, and non-governmental organizations is vital to ensure 
that empowerment programs do not just yield nominal outcomes but lead to 
substantial, lasting changes in communities (Oldekop et al., 2015; Matsvange 
et al., 2016). By fostering inclusive empowerment strategies that embrace the 
interconnectedness of social, economic, and cultural dimensions, 
communities can sustainably manage their resources for future generations. 

For future research, it is recommended to conduct longitudinal studies to 
observe the long-term social, economic, and environmental impacts of 
ecotourism-based empowerment. Further investigation into local power 
relations, more inclusive community participation, and business models that 
minimize benefit disparities within communities is also needed. Additionally, 
exploring the use of digital technologies could enhance marketing capabilities 
and market access for small ecotourism enterprises. Overall, this discussion 
highlights the significant potential of ecotourism development on Bangka 
Island as an instrument for community empowerment with broad positive 
impacts. However, the success of empowerment programs heavily relies on 
the active involvement of multiple stakeholders and transparent, inclusive 
governance. Therefore, integrating policy frameworks, fostering community 
participation, and building local capacities must be prioritized to realize 
sustainable ecotourism that contributes to the social and economic well-being 
of Bangka Island. 

Conclusion 

This study has demonstrated that ecotourism development on Bangka 
Island can serve as a powerful mechanism for community empowerment, 
offering both social and economic benefits. The main findings reveal that 
ecotourism initiatives have raised environmental awareness, strengthened 
social cohesion, and created new livelihood opportunities for local residents. 
However, challenges such as uneven distribution of benefits and limited 
inclusivity still need to be addressed to ensure sustainable and equitable 
community development. The results highlight the importance of a holistic 
empowerment approach, integrating social, economic, cultural, and 
institutional dimensions. Effective participation of local communities, 
supported by government policies and stakeholder collaboration, is crucial for 
sustaining these gains. Capacity building and continuous monitoring are 
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essential components to tackle existing disparities and to enhance community 
resilience. 

For practical application, empowerment programs should prioritize 
inclusive planning and equitable access to resources and markets while 
fostering local governance frameworks that support transparent and 
participatory management. The integration of digital technologies and 
innovative business models could further enhance local entrepreneurs' 
competitiveness and market reach in ecotourism. Future research should 
focus on long-term impacts and sustainability, incorporating a broader range 
of community voices and exploring mechanisms to balance economic growth 
with environmental preservation. Investigating the role of technology and 
social innovation in empowering disadvantaged groups within the community 
may also offer new insights for development strategies. In summary, this 
study contributes valuable evidence on how ecotourism can function as a 
catalyst for sustainable community empowerment on Bangka Island, with 
implications that can be adapted to similar contexts globally. Continued 
commitment from all stakeholders will be key to realizing the full potential of 
ecotourism as a tool for social and economic transformation. 
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